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1. Our Academic Ethos 
1.1. St. Clare’s aims to provide students with a challenging and stimulating educational experience. We offer 

a broad and balanced curriculum to all students on the Preparatory International Baccalaureate course 
(Pre-IB) and the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP). 

 
1.2. This curriculum is appropriate to the age, aptitude, needs and diversity of the students, including 

students with SEND, and reflects St. Clare’s mission to advance international education and 
understanding. 

 

2. Curriculum: "Curriculum" is taken to mean organised learning opportunities within the College including: 
2.1. timetabled classes 
2.2. the activities programme 
2.3. other events, such as outings, trips, visiting speakers/workshops, and International Days 
2.4. The curriculum is supported by: 

2.4.1. the appointment of appropriately qualified teachers 
2.4.2. continuing professional development opportunities for those teachers 
2.4.3. the provision of suitable learning resources in departments, the library and elsewhere 
2.4.4. provision of IT resources for teachers 
2.4.5. provision of online teaching and learning using Toddle, SharePoint and MS Teams where necessary 
2.4.6. monitoring of student learning using a range of assessment strategies involving subject teachers 

and Personal Tutors  
2.4.7. an enrichment programme of visiting speakers, including the St Clare's seminar series  
2.4.8. the embedding of student self-assessment and reflection into the progress tracking and termly 

reporting cycles  
 

3. Programmes of Study 
3.1. The College provides programmes of study appropriate to the needs of different students. Currently, 

these are within the: 
3.1.1. International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme 
3.1.2. Pre-IB 

3.2. Each programme of study will: 
3.2.1. be of high quality 
3.2.2. be broad, balanced and relevant 
3.2.3. allow differentiation 
3.2.4. ensure continuity and progression 
3.2.5. incorporate the ideals inherent in the College's mission, as well as the IB’s mission, learner profile, 

and approaches to teaching and learning 
3.2.6. contribute to intellectual, physical and personal development 

3.3. Students enrolled on the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme will either aim for the 
complete IB Diploma or in rare circumstances follow an individual IB Courses Programme agreed by the 
College in consultation with student and parents. The College reserves the right to move a student from 
an IB Diploma Programme to an IB Courses Programme if the College feels this is in the best interests of 
the student. Students sitting the IB Courses Programme can receive certificates for individual courses 
passed but will not be awarded the IB Diploma. 

3.4. Continuation from Pre-IB to IB1 and from IB1 to IB2 is entirely at the discretion of the College. A student 
may not progress from Pre-IB to IB1 or from IB1 to IB2 if, in the judgement of the College, the student's 
academic progress and/or behaviour are unsatisfactory. 

3.5. The subject choices allocated to the applicant will be as stated in the offer letter. Final subject allocations 
rest with the College and any changes to the choice, allocation or availability of subjects will be entirely 
at the discretion of the College. 

3.6. IBDP students will be required to comply with the regulations of the Diploma Programme as set out by 
the IBO. Students must study six subjects, three at Higher Level (with approximately 240 hours of classes 
over the two years) and three at Standard Level (with approximately 150 hours of classes over the two 
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years) – see Appendix 3. The six subjects must include options from each of Groups 1-5, plus either 
a subject from Group 6 or another subject from groups 1-4. 

3.7. IBDP Students must also study Theory of Knowledge (approximately 100 hours of classes over the two 
years), participate in the CAS programme, (show evidence of achieving 7 learning outcomes) and write 
an Extended Essay. In addition, they will be required to: 

3.7.1. include English as one of their subjects 
3.7.2. participate in the Global Futures programme 
3.7.3. participate in special events such as MUN day and study visits 

3.8. IB Courses students will have a Programme of Study that includes but is not limited to: 
3.8.1. classes in as many subjects as is feasible from the six subject groups depending on the needs of the 

individual student 
3.8.2. participation in the Global Futures programme 
3.8.3. participation in special events such as MUN day and study visits 
3.8.4. full participation in the CAS programme 

 

4. International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme: Languages 
4.1. Group 1: Studies in Language and Literature: we endeavour to offer each student tuition in the literature 

of their native language. Languages currently offered, subject to teacher availability are: 
4.1.1. HL & SL: English (both Literature and Language & Literature courses), German, Italian, Russian, 

French (Literature only) 
4.1.2. SL only: Albanian, Chinese, Dutch, Norwegian, Polish, Portuguese, Serbian, Spanish, Swedish, 

Ukrainian, Danish, Romanian, Lithuanian, Bulgarian, Korean 
 

4.2. Group 2: Language Acquisition. We review the provision of modern foreign languages in relation to 
demand. Languages currently offered are: 

4.2.1. Language B HL & SL: English, French, German, Spanish, Mandarin Chinese B  
4.2.2. Ab initio SL only: Mandarin Chinese, Spanish, German 

 
4.3. From the start of the programme teachers identify students who need additional English language 

support. 
4.3.1. This is then provided in small groups or one to one teaching. 

 

5. Pre-IB Curriculum: Students enrolled on the Pre-IB course will: 
5.1. have classes of English, Maths, Languages, Science, Humanities and Arts courses.  

5.1.1.  In English and Maths, students are put into set classes based on proficiency/ability 
5.1.2. In Sciences and Humanities, students study a different subject each term based on selected 

preferences  
5.1.3. In Arts, students experience all subjects in a carousel over term 1 and then select preferences for 

further study in terms 2 and 3 
5.1.4. In Languages students choose or are placed in a language class based on their previous language 

history and likely future pathway  

5.2. participate in the PSHE programme 
5.3. participate in a minimum of 3 activities that include at least one from each of the Creativity, Activity and 

Service categories 
5.4. participate in special events such as MUN Day and PIB Activities week 
5.5. participate in the Pre-IB Core programme which includes weekly discussions, research projects and an 

exhibition in term 2. 
 

6. Students on all Programmes: Students on all programmes will: 
6.1. have scheduled classes for at least 20 hours/week unless there are special educational needs for a 

specific student that indicate a lesser load is required 
6.2. have classes for 35 weeks per year. 
6.3. normally learn in relatively small classes, with class sizes determined by curricular and operational 
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requirements. be taught in either mixed ability groups or groups that have been set in relation to 
ability in specific subjects 

6.4. be set appropriate homework tasks to facilitate learning and its assessment 
6.5. be required to make appropriate use of ICT for developing, planning and communicating ideas in both 

classroom and homework activities 
6.6. have opportunities for individual consultations with teachers 
6.7. have opportunities for additional support in the acquisition of English (see Appendix 2: EAL learners) 
6.8. have appropriate provision made for them should they have significant learning difficulties or disabilities 

(see Appendix 1: SEND learners) 
6.9. be prepared for appropriate external assessment 
6.10. be able to select from a range of Activities that include several related to each of Creativity, Activity and 

Service as well as other cultural, linguistic and intellectual opportunities 
6.11. be encouraged to participate in outdoor education opportunities and study visits 
6.12. have opportunities for appropriate, individual careers and higher education advice (see Careers 

education Information and Advice policy) 
6.13. have weekly one-to-one meetings with their Personal Tutors 
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Appendices 
 

Appendix 1: Students with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
 
Provision for students with SEND is set out in the College SEND and Inclusion Policy, which should be read 
alongside this policy. 
 

Appendix 2: EAL Learners 
The majority of students at St. Clare's will have a language other than English as their home language yet they will 
be taught a range of subjects through the medium of English. Some students will have reached a high level of 
proficiency in English, including English for academic purposes. Other students will have developed basic 
interpersonal skills in English but still require support with cognitive and academic language proficiency. There 
are no students at the very early stages of English language development as a minimum of at least two years of 
studying English is required to be admitted onto the IB. A Pre-IB course is also provided for students who still 
need to develop their cognitive and English language skills. All students on the IB are given, where possible, the 
opportunity to continue to develop their home language and to gain formal qualifications in this language. 
 
As the majority of students at St. Clare's are EAL learners, all teachers are responsible for the students' English 
language development and their learning. All teachers should aim to provide: 
 

• a welcoming environment that is responsive to cultural and linguistic diversity in their classroom so that 
EAL students feel confident to contribute 

• effective models of spoken and written language, taking into account the language demands of their 
subject in their teaching 

• appropriate contextual support 

• suitably scaffolded materials for students at earlier stages of English-language development, while 
maintaining appropriate cognitive challenge 
learning opportunities that meet the ongoing needs of more advanced learners of English, including 
engagement with complex concepts and academic language opportunities for EAL students to work and 
talk in small groups 

• suitable language and learning targets 
 

The English department assesses all students on arrival and disseminates the information gained from this 
assessment to all subject teachers and personal tutors. EAL students who are likely to require greater support are 
identified and further support is provided either in the form of Extra English or Subject Specific Support if there is 
a referral from a particular department or the student self-refers, and their needs are prioritised. There is some 
liaison between subject teachers and English B teachers with regard to the needs of the learner and the language 
demands of the subject. There are regular assessment meetings with regard to all students and the HOD of the 
English B Department adjusts support if students are identified as being at risk of failing or under-achieving. 
 
The Pre-IB course provides students with lessons of English that develop academic skills. Additional English 
lessons can be allocated if students are weaker. 
 
The English B course develops intercultural understanding and encourages critical thinking, through teaching 
language through a wide variety of topics and literature. The English Literature and Language and Literature 
courses are for native or near-native students with a much higher level of English language proficiency than those 
taking English B and involves the study of topics and literature in greater depth. (on occasions and if deemed in 
the student’s best interests, students with intermediate levels of proficiency can attempt these courses as well) 
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Appendix 3: Allocation of Teaching Hours 
Each class is expected to operate for a specific number of teaching hours. 
The number of teaching hours per week ("Hrs/wk") are allocated as follows: 
 
IB teaching: 

• Classes with 5 or more students: 
o 4 hours/week for HL classes or classes that combine HL and SL  
o 3 hours/week for SL classes and for ToK classes. 

 

• Classes with fewer than 5 students: 
o SL or HL/SL combined 3 hours/week  
o SL 2 hours/week 

 
 

Appendix 4: Policy for More Able Students  
1. Introduction 

1.1. St. Clare's is a largely non-selective school. All students are admitted on the basis of a study of school 
reports and an interview. English language and Mathematical ability are measured by placement tests, 
but this is simply to ensure that students are placed in the appropriate set. If a student is judged to have 
the potential to achieve a diploma pass and it is felt that they will live and work effectively with other 
students, they are offered a place. 

1.2. The very high levels of students' achievement nevertheless are attributable to the strong academic 
ethos, individual support and the challenging targets which are set for all students. 

1.3. We believe that it is our responsibility to provide a wide range of enrichment activities (academic, 
intellectual, creative, sporting, and altruistic) so that every student has the possibility of finding an area 
in which they can excel. We urge students to follow the spirit of the IB Learner Profile and take on new 
challenges in a supportive environment that celebrates success but also rewards participation. 

1.4. We believe that this wide-ranging enrichment provision and the stimulating international environment 
allows more able students to flourish and achieve their full potential. 

 
2. Definition of More Able Students  

2.1. More able students are those whose attainment, progress or demonstrated potential indicates that they 
require additional academic challenge and opportunities for extension. At St Clare’s, a significant 
proportion of students achieve very highly in the IB Diploma Programme, with around a quarter of 
students in recent cohorts achieving 40+ points.  

3. Identification of More Able Students  
3.1. More able students are identified through the ALIS test students take on arrival, student performance on 

their courses, teacher recommendation and self-selection. 
3.2. Robust data are maintained to ensure that all students are achieving. The following data are kept:  

• initial Maths placement test  

• a further mathematics test on arrival  

• an assessment of English over the first week with a language level assigned which is updated 
through the two or three years along with a brief description of language competence 

• internal exams in terms 1, 3 and 5  

• regular tracking reviews focused on approach to learning 

• course grades each term 

• an ALIS assessment on arrival which produces predicted grades and (on completion of the 
course) a measure of added value 

 
4. Supporting  

4.1. Student achievement is discussed regularly at assessment meetings. 
4.2. Report writing has target-setting built into the process. 
4.3. Each term and at Graduation a wide range of awards (including for sporting and academic excellence) 
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are given in front of the student body. 
4.4. Students who wish to apply for Oxbridge, Medicine or Veterinary Science are given additional support. 

Staff are consulted about suitable candidates 
4.5. All students have regular one-to-one careers advice consultation with the Careers Adviser who is able to 

ensure that their programme is appropriate for their career ambitions. 
4.6. Students who wish to apply for the most selective universities in the USA are counselled in addition by 

the US Careers Adviser who ensures that they are following the most challenging curriculum possible. 
 
5. Provision for More Able Students 

5.1. As a rigorous academic and extra-curricular programme, the IB is a highly suitable programme for more 
able students. At St. Clare's, our design and delivery of the programme makes provision in many ways 
including the following: 

• Students choose their own programme of 6 subjects, suited to their needs, so it will contain the 
appropriate level of challenge for their ability and ambition. 

• Theory of Knowledge is open-ended in terms of the scope for extension of those who are critical 
thinkers and interested in philosophy. At Pre-IB, the Core programme develops students’ skills as 
independent learners and critical thinkers.  

• Streaming is built into our programme with Maths offered at 4 levels, Languages at A, B and ab initio 
levels as well as at HL and SL. 

• Pre-IB students are challenged by setting in English and Maths, so that teaching and learning can be 
adapted and extended based on students’ ability.  Native /proficient English speakers are further 
stretched through the study of an additional language course. 

• Two members of staff have shared responsibility for ensuring that those students who aspire to apply 
for Oxbridge or medicine or the USA are further challenged by a special preparation programme 
including: 

o visits to Oxford University for lectures and open days 
o specific, tailored courses to prepare for university entrance tests TMUA, LNAT, TSA etc.) and 

SATs for USA 
o the maintenance of and contribution to a blog and frequent group meetings which allow 

more able students to interact with and stimulate each other. 

• The Extended Essay allows all students to do in-depth research on a topic of their choice. For more 
able students this permits independent work at a level similar to university work. At Pre-IB, students 
engage in similar independent research projects.  

• The St. Clare’s leadership programme is a course aimed at those students who are most engaged in 
developing these skills themselves. The programme invites participants to learn about leadership, to 
witness it in context, and finally to develop a project where they can utilise these skills.  

• A range of music, sporting and drama opportunities is available to students e.g. drama productions, 
concerts, individual music lessons and opportunities to be involved in Oxford Music School as well as 
compete in the Oxford Music Festival. 

• The CAS programme offers a range of enrichment and leadership opportunities for students. 

• Students are encouraged to take on the challenge of learning a new language or deepening their 
current level of ability by using the language network where students teach others. They are 
encouraged to take part in summer academic and cultural experiences (course at the University of 
Santiago, for example) and to prepare for officially recognised language certificates such as DELE 

• St. Clare's organises various international trips to areas of the world of cultural, historical or political 
importance such as India, Belgium, and Madagascar. 

• External speakers frequently attend the college to speak to students about issues of the day. 

• Music lessons are available for a wide range of instruments. 

• Involvement in CAS activities with IB students also provides Pre-IB students with an extra level of 
challenge. 

• The interactive nature of teaching at St. Clare's allows staff to differentiate and challenge the most 
able students with suitable questioning and extension work as part of the normal teaching process. 
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